GENEVA

meant that he was not to waste time, but to get the
nation's work done as quickly as possible.

SHE. Quite, quite. Nothing to complain of in that,
is there?

NEWCOMER. Wait. I'm going to astonish you. He
said the country had decided by its democratic vote
that it should be governed by him and his party for the
next five years, and that no opposition could be toler-
ated. He said the defeated minority must step down
and out instead of staying there to obstruct and delay
and annoy him. Of course the Opposition werent

foing to stand that: they refused to leave the Chamber,
o he adjourned the House until next day; and when
the Opposition turned up the police
wouldnt let them in. Most of them
couldnt get as far as the doors, because
the Prime Minister had organized a
body of young men called the Clean
Shirts, to help the police.

SHE. Well?

NEWCOMER. Well!!! Is that all you
have to say to me?

SHE. What do you expect me to
say? It seems all right to me. It's
what any man of business would do.
Wouldnt you?

NEWCOMER. Of course I should do it in business;
but this is politics.

SHE. Well! arnt politics business?

NEWCOMER.   Of course theyre not.   Just the op
posite. You know that, dont you?

SHE. Oh, quite, quite.
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